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1. Declares the right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation as a human right that is
essential for the full enjoyment of life and all human rights;

2. Calls upon States and international organizations to provide financial resources,
capacity-building and technology transfer, through international assistance and cooperation,
in particular to developing countries, in order to scale up efforts to provide safe, clean,
accessible and affordable drinking water and sanitation for all;

3. Welcomes the decision by the Human Rights Council to request that the independent expert
on the issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and
sanitation present an annual report to the General Assembly,17 and encourages her to
continue working on all aspects of her mandate and, in consultation with all relevant United
Nations agencies, funds, and programmes, to include in her report to the Assembly, at its
sixty-sixth session, the principal challenges related to the realization of the human right to
safe and clean drinking water and sanitation and their impact on the achievement of
Millennium Development Goals.
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The representative of Germany, speaking ahead of action, said that some 884 million
people worldwide had no access to clean water and some 2.6 billion lacked access to adequate
sanitation. Germany was committed to the Millennium Development Goals, including that of
halving the number of people without access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation by
2015, he said, adding that the right of access to both was recognized in the International
Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, alongside the right to food and
others. Germany would vote in favour of the text and regretted that consensus had not been
achieved, necessitating a recorded vote.

CRE. ZEH)

The representative of the United States expressed his Government’s deep commitment to
finding solutions to global water challenges, noting that water and sanitation would be an
important focus at the upcoming Millennium Development Goal Summit. Safe and accessible
water supplies furthered the realization of certain human rights, he said, noting that his country
supported the work of the Human Rights Council’s Independent Expert on human rights
obligations relating to access to safe drinking water and sanitation. The United States looked
forward to receiving her next report, and to a more inclusive, deliberative approach to such vital
issues in Geneva than had been seen in New York.

He said his delegation had hoped to negotiate and ultimately join the consensus on a text
that would uphold the process under way at the Human Rights Council. Instead, the text fell far
short of enjoying unanimous support among States and might even undermine the work under
way in Geneva. It described the right to water and sanitation in a way not reflected in existing
international law since there was no “right to water and sanitation” in an international legal
sense, as described by the resolution.

Expressing regret that the text had diverted the Assembly from the serious international
efforts under way to promote greater coordination on water and sanitation issues, he said it
attempted to take a short cut around the serious work of formulating, articulating and upholding
universal rights. It had not been drafted in a transparent, inclusive manner, and neither the
Assembly, nor the Geneva process had yet considered fully the legal implications of a declared
right to water. For those reasons, the United States had called for a vote and would abstain in
the voting, he said.

(GEE. ZFEH)

The representative of the United Kingdom said her delegation had abstained for reasons of
substance and procedure. Concerning substance, there was no sufficient legal basis for declaring
or recognizing water or sanitation as freestanding human rights, nor was there evidence that they
existed in customary law. As for procedure, it was disappointing that the text pre-empted the
work going on in the Human Rights Council, she said, noting that the United Kingdom had
supported the resolution establishing the independent expert, as well as the text on human rights
and access to safe water and sanitation, adopted in 2009. Indeed, the work in Geneva had been
progressing, she added.
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Expressing concern about the resolution’s impact on the full enjoyment of human rights,
she warned that if current trends continued, the Millennium Development Goal on sanitation
might not be met until 2049. She then described her country’s efforts, saying it had helped 1.8
million people in Africa and 25.5 million more in South Asia gain access to basic sanitation. It
was to be hoped that the upcoming Millennium Development Goals Summit would pay
much-needed attention to that and other Millennium targets. She expressed regret that today’s
initiative had not been pursued with consensus in mind.
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The representative of France expressed regret that a resolution on the basic right to water
and sanitation had not been adopted by consensus. At the same time, he welcomed the work
undertaken in Geneva to ensure that the right was fully implemented. France called on all
Member States to come together in addressing such rights, especially in light of the upcoming
Millennium Development Goals Summit.
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The representative of Japan expressed regret that the resolution had not been adopted by
consensus, recalling that for decades, the Japanese Government had been the largest bilateral
donor to the water sector worldwide. Japan also supported the Geneva process, and deeply
regretted that an exhaustive discussion on the right to clean water and adequate sanitation had
not been held before the resolution had been tabled. Japan had therefore abstained, she said,
adding that her country would continue to support the process while sparing no effort to help all
countries achieve the Millennium Development Goals.
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The representative of the Russian Federation said the resolution raised important issues,

especially in light of the upcoming review of the implementation status of the Millennium
Development Goals. Still, the Russian Federation was concerned that the text had not been
adopted by consensus, and hoped discussions would continue.

(T4, ZHe)

The representative of Canada said his delegation had joined the consensus on the
resolution that had created the mandate of the independent expert. The work of that mechanism
was expected to further promote study of the issue of access to water and sanitation as a human
right and, as such, the text was premature. The non-binding resolution appeared to determine
that there was indeed a right without setting out its scope. Since there was no consensus on the
matter it was premature to declare such a right in the absence of clear international agreement,
he said, adding that he had abstained from the vote.
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